to the Government and proposed to overturn it for being in their eyes too lenient altogether towards the Irish. For many generations England had been ruled by common sense and majorities; by imagination and adventure too, but by the sword hardly ever. Now storms were gathering, over yonder on the unrestful island and in England itself; Parliament, from which the Government was drawn, seemed endangered by a few officers and a corps of volunteers. People did not trust their eyes or ears. In the middle of England one might have thought oneself in Zabern. Asquith saved himself and the Cabinet by suddenly taking over the War Office himself.
In this ,din the shots from Sarajevo were lost. What have we to do with Serbia ? asked the man in the street, turning over the page of his paper and looking for the latest telegrams from Belfast and the Curragh. Only a few knew what struggles were meanwhile shaking the Cabinet; no one saw the struggle in the souls of the leaders.
The Government was strangely enough compounded. In essence it consisted of five men, while two others made themselves important by leading an opposition. Of the rest of the crew, three were ballast and two able seamen.
Asquith, with the head of a Dickens character and the nature of a Roman, regards the world with intelligent eyes; and when he speaks, his beardless mouth gives sharp expression to the passionless thoughts which he accompanies with the sparing gestures of an Englishman. Always calm, sometimes hesitating, a realist, but with a certain fear of quick decisions, he is leader of the House rather than of the Cabinet. He is for "peace with honour," and at first looks at the conflict very much from a distance. At the Peace Congress six years earlier he had said: "The vast armaments are not being accumulated for ornament or for amusement, but for use when the time comes; perhaps in a mere chance outburst of ill-temper."rning  about   Italy's ttttttde. Note by the Kaiser: "This is #11 b$sh,  and h erne out all right in the end of itself:'
